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THINEING OF IMPORTIMG A CAR? WE TALK TO LOCAL EXPERTS TO GET THE SKINNY
ON VEHICLE COMPLIAMCE AND THE VINING PROCESS HERE [N MEW ZEALAND

Ty woaiwe seen g cor lsted locally as

uncormplied. the exsting rego has lapsed, or

yoarre a bitle more adventurcas and youwve
found something owerseas you'd e 1o impoet ?
Exther way, o be registered for New fealand roads
i vehicle wall need bo go through the wehicle
cormplance process bo obtxin a Mew fealand VIN
[Wehicle ldentification Mumberl tsg. It's 2 process that
can be scary for those having never been through it
befoie, not hedpesd by the number of hormor stoimnes
floating around about those loo-good -lo-be-brue,
zo-called steal-of -the -camury buys umng mio
mightrmare purchases But the process i wery bladk
and whete and hopefully after readmg this, you ioowall
see it Enbreally thal daunting, and as long as you've
got a good safe car. and the paper il bo go wath it
theen getting i on the road = nothing 1o worny about
CHASING PAPER
The= first step wien planning 1o obtain a VIM fora caror
when looiong al a vehicke that has notyetgolaViN. &
toicheck the paper iail. "When it comes bo complying

awehicle, the most imporitant first siep & ensunng you
herwer all the: papesr brail’s onginal doournents. If you ane

buryingg o car that i uncompalesd i Mew fealband, make
ST you gel o receipt o 3 paper bl from the anginal
o on s milerma o] bl of sale, pnkoshp, btle, or
dereg. docurnent, o the imporier and then again, a
receipt o you! The key fst stop is — if you are wnsure
witetheer ywour reew potentnl purchase bas all the nght
documents, make sure you call your compianoe
ocentre and 2k, Do your homewsork before buying a
car,” shates The Aulochedies's Bronson Dunne

s oty stressrg the point that having only copies
of the doourments will not suffice: they must be the
originals. If 2 car doesn't have the: ofiginal docurments
wakh &, ik away — fast

Main bits of mfcemabion nesded

» the wehichke's owerseas regestration papers fcertificates
of titlke § pnk <ipl

= eidence of wehic ke cwmership {porchase recap, bl
of =ie)

» eidhence that you are the mporier of the vehiclke lie,
impaort eniry documentataon in your narme. shipping
papers or bill of lading)

» eadience of your Mew Sealand residency [deser's
licence)

THE AUTOCHECKER
semthells, urie= requested by an LYV Ceriifier
ona modified car
19551975 i the seat bell anchons are OF
e seatbeles can rermin. B afierma ket beits e
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ENTERING THE SYSTEM

Belore amy mupection can take place. the wehicle
must be assigned a WIN. Technically, applying the
number iz VIiNng avehicle, and the rest of dhe
procedure is ‘compliznoe’, but it's more common for
the whole procedure to be referred to as ViNng
A Vehadle Identfication Mumber (IN] is the BSTA
[Miewe Fealand Transport Authorty] dentther for that
wehicke: [t is normally etched on the rear wandow and
attached to the: cor on a ViIN t2g and s entered nthe
MZTA database along with the details of the wehics
Thes tag should nesver ke Eampesed woth or remosed,
a5 it 5 a legal dentifier for that wehicke.” explans
Moed MecMilin of Nostalgan Motors

Until then, all an imponted wehicle will haee is
an dentification nember given bo it by MATF as it
came off the whard. If 2 wehicle & deemed o be
in damaged condition by MAF. it will have been

ENGINE COMPARTMENT
1 Front orush sones

2. Thoege rils

3 Irmer qusds

4 Firewal

5 Susprreson towers and mountings
& Aadesstor- support pars=]

PASSENGER
COMPARTMENT

1. Expomed floor areas

2. Hoor o inner =il seare

3 Fillw=

4 Crom= members

5 Seait and seal -bell anchomges
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EXTERIOR

L Dioor frarmes, locie, and hinges
2 Pilars

3 Sill=

4 Kool guttenng

LUGGAGE/CARGO
COMPARTMENT

| Simpeneion towess and mounbngs
2 Syl - bedt anchorage=

3 Foor
4 Rear pane
b S -whies] weell

-
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UNDERBODY AND/OR

CHASSIS

1 Fromt and rear crush sones

2. Tharsis mils and cross members

3. Hoor mils

4. Sbeenng and suspension
moantings

5. Subirame mountngs

& Seat and seat-belt anchorages

7. Sills

E Floor




recwe Flosor pans, & rmay require o repair cest 1 this
i= requined, the process wouwld be to get a VIN isswed
and fitted at an approved shop that you imend o
do the complete VIN mzpection with at a biler date
This wary, the 20-day limit does not apply. Once the
wehicle has had a VIN ssued, you need bo contact a
repair certifier (there s am cnline g Theey will then
cmy out an mepecton before amy repar work siasts
and adwize you on the process fo mowve forward
Cinoe the repair cert has been ssued and any other
work Ehe wehicle reguires = cormed owt, it can be
preserded for a VIN mepeckon”

The: wehacie will be hifted on a hoist 1o check for
rmcwemient in suspension and steering oom ponents
Al four lyres are nspected for nusual wear patterns
and any signs of rubbng. Alermarket wheeds dond't
Cause any ooncem a5 long a5 the Sring fits withn the
W guedelines, they don't rub on arrything, and no
whesel spacers are wmed

Next up, the hoist is raesed to allow the nspector
full acoess bo the underside of the wehicks Starting
froem the rear. the nspecior looks for any sgns of
rust and damage, as well as the condition of items
such az shocks, beadke hoses, driveshafl universls,
seat-belt anchorages, engine mowunis, and sicermnig!

suspension bushes

The next stage s checking the car's brakes. With
all four wheels rermowed. the front decs and pads
are checked for thackness, as ane the rear drumes

Russzell Lowe of The Toy Shed says

o present the wehicke for inspection wath the best
passible chance of gelting a pass first lime ound
This is one of the most common ssees that wall
fail 3 VIN mzpection on an older car, o wnlscs

the brakes have been recently rebuill we woald, if

“The idea is

shiowssamg what work has been carmed out and who

e the work.”

Ancither mmpaortant thing to remember s if
the whsels on the wehicle have kock nuts, thenit's
esvenimal to provede the cormect 1ool for remosing
the=m. Failwre to do o will resulfl n o faded
mnspection, as the brakes are umable 1o be Fully
mspeched. With the whesls off, other componenis
zuch ax body mounts, stesnng joints, and coil

=prings can also be mspecied

reguired, machimne the: discsidnems, it new shoes |

pads, wheels, cylinders, and brake hoses as deermed
necessary. We hawe an in- house brake: machires

I te=st the brakes, co we can supply a declaration
that can be presented when the car goes for a VIN

TESTING TIME
Follownng the wimund mspssction, s then rme o pot

evenything to the test. The car 5 driven up onlo the
b - ie=sting machine. First the front wheels, then

NOTALL ARE
wwrleshop specialng n older Amencan cars, we get io == ot of

iz ey ity e i ey e i iy, 50 ey e ot lange
ection oul of the choss: 1o make: the fud tank fitf s esan

thiae resuilt 1 arge svestments of cash nesded 1o tectfy © and to
i by sty ™

the rear wheeds, then the handbrake we lested. Then
the lights, headtad and indecators. along with the
horm are tested. The common filunes m these ests
are apparently caused by people not changng the
headlights from nght facing to kel facing, or people
purchasing cheap lights that they think are: keft facing
b b ot not io be. These: must be dhanged
before a car can be compiled. Obraously, if the car
you purchase = nght-hand drive, you shouldn'
have a problern as m theony it will beve come from
a country thal drives. on the left-hand sde of the
road. The focwus of the headhights is also chedied
as it would be for 3 WOIF The Autochecker's
Bronson Dunne’s bog five most common falures
are: Headlights not working, headBghis aiming the
wong way, excesoive steenng- box play, homm not
woriong. and dodgy beake- bghit sweiches ™

I your vehicke is younger than 20 years, thiere
are also & lew other standards that it wall have
to pass that older wehicles are exempt from,
a5 Arorson continues: "Hasicalby o 20 year or
clder chzsic wehiclke’ does not requine o few key
ibermes that a mewer vehicle does; Le. these s no
emiszionigas testing. does not reed to be frontal
impacl comphant, and can retan the OF jonginal
equipment] lap belts, as long as they ae nol
aftermarket ”

OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER

H the vehecle you mmported or purchased has been
mcdiied in amy way it will reguire Low Volume
Wedhaole (VW] Certthcation. One trap thad many

can fall imo is thal, from the time of the VIN
inspechon, you only hawe 20 working days to make
changes and get it rechecked. I you do not malke
the required repasrs m ths tme frame, the car wall
need another mspection, resulting in more cost 1o
you, the wehicle owner.

Especially with older cars, problems can anss
wihesn you need to source hard - lo-obtam parts that
cany L be fownd and Ritbed 1o Ehe oo wathun that pemsod
The only way around the 20-day time frame =i
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the wehichke rermaans, and the parts ane fitted, ot the
compliance centre. The smart option. 2 Russell Lowe
from The Toy Shed esplaire, is b0 hoee the
certification sored belore undergoing complance
When we first chedk ower the wehache pre VIN, we
would advise the owner at this stage it may reguire
a repar oort or Lower Wodurme Cert. Hl esther bype of cert
s requeresd, v weodd | ok the wehecle bo howe 3 VIN
rued and affized 1o the wehide < thes s requred
be=fiore the cort process can ke started ™ By doang it
this way. you are not locked o a 20 -day Gmat. which

would be neardy mpossible bo mes1




HOW LONG WILL IT
FLO ORLANDEA, CANTERBURY
VEHICLE COMPLIANCE

“The duration of the mspecison process fora
cheachiniage difiers from o o cor bat not
a bit of lrme, especally when dealing with a
resiored wehick or a2 vehicle with a Figh-end
fineh. Alingether, thene ane several hoors of
wronk asigred o2 vebicks The wehicle must
e presevied o2 clesm skaie and nerremg
ey, i |be ooemplete 2 i urdergong a WOF
inspection, have enough fuel in i, and definiely
ot a fak batery. Although the VIN and

writtEn a day, the prooe will be engthy il a
repar cerl or LYWTA Certification i reguirsd.
Mot off fhe dassrs can anme with quite 2 bt
of mect hididen in places, or il they haee been
Magged at the border for nest or demage.
Theose wehicies will fave o be inspecied by

a repar cevifier thal will oweroes e repor
process befom: Eming a repair cortificate o
jprove: that the vehicle hos been repomed 1o the
rempuured stareded ©

SUMMARY

Don’t necessaly shy away from: buying a wehicls
wathoust a VIN, wnless you aren't sure about dhe
queslity of the wehicle or # doesnt have the requined
paperwork, as Flo Orlandea of Cantesbury Vehacle
Compliance states: "Buying a vehicle without a VIN
can rase questions sometmes, but i there s a trail
link of docurnents to prove kegal entitlement and
original documents bo prove prevous regsiation
inary country, as per [the]VTEM [Vahicks inspection
Aegquirarments Manwal] that should not be an sses
o get that vehicle through a compliance nspection”
Flo also brengs up another good point: Wehicles that
require any special permits must be regisicred on the
importer's name and they will haee o stay on their

‘As a workshop
specialising in older
American cars, we get
to see lots of horrendous
repairs and mods™

narme for a period of Bime that can be max four years
Le., LHD pesrret fielt - hand drnes] oo SN permit

lspecial nterest wehicles). ™ 5o make sure thal, if pour

wehicle has a special permat, it's the imporier that

you e baying it off, or at least &k 1o the miponer

first and know that they ae trustworthy. When it

comes ko getting a VIN, you will have 1o get them

1o the complanoe centre to sign doourneniation

and provide identification, and the same again

wihen you get the wehicke's registration. H theres a

chance you may not be able to get the imporier 1o
the compliance centre, you maght end up ina sticky
situaiion

Owverall, thee key s 10 make sune you do your
homework, know wiat you are baing. and
absodutedy hanee all the necessary dooumentation bo
enswe the process uns smoothly. Happy hunting

Aarto Chasnned thesnlics the: Tollosnng comipames For
their expertise in producing this atichs
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